Constitution

Of

The International Reading Association at UTSA
I. Name 
The name of this organization shall be International Reading Association at UTSA.

II. Date of Creation and Revision 
Date of Creation was December 8, 2004 and the date of revision is January 14, 2013.

III. Purpose Statement 
The purpose of the International Reading Association at UTSA is to promote reading, reading instruction, and to afford pre-service teachers the opportunity to join a professional organization.

IV. Membership 
Members in the International Reading Association at UTSA must be members of the local chapter of the International Reading Association. The dues are ten dollars for one semester. Members will pay five dollars at each meeting in order to pay off their dues. Student members must maintain at least a 2.5 GPA to maintain membership. Members must be a student, faculty, or staff member of UTSA. Members must attend at least one meeting per semester and participate in one community service event or one UTSA activity such as Storytelling Festival, Poetry Alive, or an International Reading Association at UTSA scheduled event. 

V. Legal Agreement Statement 

Members may not be denied on any basis prohibited by applicable law, including but not limited to race, color, national origin, gender, age religion, disability, veteran’s status, or sexual orientation.

VI. Officers 

The following criteria are necessary to be considered for an officer position in the International Reading Association at UTSA: must be a member of good standing of the local International Reading Association, have at least a 2.5 UTSA cumulative GPA prior to the first day of each long-term semester during the terms of position, be enrolled at UTSA in at least 6 credit hors per long-term semester during the term of position and be in food scholastic and disciplinary status with the University at time of selection and during the term of position. The student must relinquish the position should he/she fail to maintain the above requirements.


Any open officer positions will be announced at the meetings, nominations made, and nominees voted on by the membership. A majority vote will elect the nominee to the officer position. 

The following are officer positions and duties of the International Reading Association at UTSA. Amendments included within this document.

(1) President:

Duties: The President shall preside at all meetings of the International Reading Association at UTSA. The President will be responsible for coordinating with the faculty advisor to plan the programs for the meetings. 

(2) Vice President:

Duties: In the event the President is unable to preside at a meeting or complete the term of office, the Vice President will assume the office of President. The Vice President will make contact with guest speakers, purchase thank you gifts, then present to the guest speaker(s). 

(3) Recording Secretary

Duties: The Recording Secretary will record the minutes of the meetings, read the minutes for approval and make needed corrections. The Recording Secretary will keep an official archive of the minutes of the meetings. In the event the President and Vice President are unable to preside at a meeting, the Recording Secretary will preside over the meeting. 

(4) Corresponding Secretary

Duties: The Corresponding Secretary will assist the President and Vice President in preparing correspondence to the members. A list of addresses and emails for the membership will be compiled and kept current by the Corresponding Secretary. 

(5) Treasurer

Duties: The Treasurer will collect dues and disburse payments. The Treasurer will make corrections to the Treasurer’s report as needed. The Treasurer will provide an annual Tax Return to the Internal Revenue Service as required by law. 

(6) Historian

Duties: The Historian will keep documentation of the meetings and events that the International Reading Association at UTSA participates in. The Historian will maintain a digital scrapbook, Facebook page, designing of flyers, and postings on the bulletin board located on UTSA Main Campus.

(7) Membership Director

Duties: The Membership Director will be responsible for keeping track of members to see if they meet membership requirements. The membership director will organize book raffles and manage food and refreshments at the meetings. 

(8) Service Projects Chair

Duties: The Service Projects Chair plans, organizes, and documents any community service that they International Reading Association at UTSA completes The service Projects Chair also manages the Book Scholarship program.

(9) Fundraising Chair

The Fundraising Chair plans fundraising projects as well as manages the Book Fair that the International Reading Association at UTSA hosts each fall semester (spring semester is optional). 

VII. Executive Board 

The Executive Board will provide assistance to the officers if needed. In order to be on the Executive Board, the student must be elected by the members of the International Reading Association. 

VIII. Procedures for Decision Making 

Decisions for meeting dates, times, and programs will be made by the President and Faculty Advisor. New business will be presented and voted on by the members present at each meeting of the International Reading Association at UTSA. A quorum for the transaction of business shall be ten members. In regards to officer installation, all members current at the election meeting can vote and majority vote will make the decision. 

X. Meetings 

Meetings of the International Reading Association at UTSA will be held twice per semester unless otherwise determined by the membership of officers. The fall semester meetings will be held in the months of September and November. The spring semester meetings will be held in January and March. Business meetings will be combined with the program. The President and/or Faculty Advisor can call special meetings if required. The officers shall meet at least two week before meetings to organize the meetings. Members must attend at least two meetings to be an official member of the International Reading Association at UTSA.

XI. Parliamentary Authority 

The rules contained in the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order will be used to govern the proceedings of the International Reading Association at UTSA. 

XII. Disbursement of Organization Assets 

Should the organization become defunct, the organization’s assets will be transferred to The Department of Interdisciplinary Studies and Curriculum Instruction.

XIII. Finances 

Funds for membership will be collected by the treasurer and deposited in an organization banking account. The President, Treasurer, and Faculty Advisor will have signatory rights to the account. 

XIV. Amendments 

The Constitution of the International Reading Association at UTSA may be amended by two-thirds vote of those members present at any business meeting.

